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News 
Museums of the State of Delaware to shift to winter schedules 

Wednesday visitation to be added, tours expanded to 45 minutes. 
Read more … 

 

 
Mansion house at the John Dickinson Plantation 

 
Division to sponsor three live virtual-programs during November 2020 
Programs to explore mysteries of history, Abraham Lincoln’s election as president and London in wartime. 
Read more … 
 
New Castle Court House Museum’s “Uniquely New Castle” photo contest 
Photo submission ends Oct. 31. Voting open Nov. 1 to 7, 2020. 
Read more … 
 
Museums for All webinar on Nov. 19, 2020 
Initiative dedicated to expanding community access to museums across the nation.  
Read more … 
 
Division mourns the loss of former employee Alan Roth 
Roth worked as an historic-site interpreter at the Zwaanendael Museum and as an all-around handyman for the 
CARE Team. 
Read more … 
 
Go here for more news items … 

  

https://history.delaware.gov/2020/10/28/hca-museums-shift-to-winter-schedules/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/10/28/hca-nov-2020-virtual-programs/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/10/21/new-castle-court-house-museum-photo-contest/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/10/22/museums-for-all-webinar-nov-19-2020/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/10/22/division-mourns-the-loss-of-alan-roth/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/


Help Save Delaware History 

Alex Till to join division staff as an architectural historian 
New employee will assist the agency in identifying, evaluating, registering and treating historic buildings/structures.  
Read more …  
 
Dover’s Scull Mansion in crosshairs of history, progress 
Delaware State News, Dover—Oct. 27, 2020 
National-Register-listed property threatened with demolition. 
Read more … 
 
Marking history in Hockessin 
WDEL Radio, Wilmington, Del. — Oct. 2, 2020 
Cox-Phillips-Mitchell Agricultural Complex was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2017. 
Read more … 
 

“Partners in Preservation: Planning for the Future — Delaware’s Historic Preservation Plan, 2018–2022” 
Document outlines six broad goals for preserving Delaware’s heritage for the future. 
Read more … 

  

Media Roundup 

The following Delaware history-related articles have recently appeared in the media: 
 
Johnson Victrola Museum's offers throwback Halloween program online 
Delaware Public Media, Dover, Del.— Oct. 22, 2020 
Article on the “Mischief Managed: Throwing a Hotsy-Totsy Halloween Bash” program 
 
Commentary: Submerged archaeological sites need to be protected 
Delaware State News, Dover — Oct. 11, 2020 
Op-ed by division archaeologist Stephanie Soder  
 
Video explores genetics of 17th century homestead inhabitants 
Cape Gazette, Lewes, Del. — Oct. 3, 2020 
Eight white and three Black people lived at Avery’s Rest near the shore of Rehoboth Bay. 

  

Events 

Friday, Oct. 30 
Mischief Managed: Throwing a Hotsy-Totsy Halloween Bash – Virtual program from the Johnson Victrola Museum 
 
Wednesday, Nov. 4 
Hale-Byrnes Open House – Hale-Byrnes House 
 
Saturday, Nov. 7 
Mysteries of History – Virtual program from downtown Lewes 
 
Saturday, Nov. 14 
We Didn’t Vote for Him: Delaware and the Election of 1860 – Virtual program from The Old State House 
 
London in Wartime – Virtual program from the New Castle Court House Museum 
 
The Battles of Germantown: One Neighborhood's Struggles to Keep Its Past Alive – Virtual program from Hale-
Byrnes House 
 
  

https://history.delaware.gov/2020/10/28/alex-till-to-join-de-shpo/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdelawarestatenews.net%2Fnews%2Fdovers-scull-mansion-in-crosshairs-of-history-progress%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C65cc4b52794b48a1e86e08d87c3807e6%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637395927387834329%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=boaqCmdPqpVOjhHRaJAxie9GaN9nEG%2BbSOT9xYoYGNA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wdel.com%2Fnews%2Fmarking-history-in-hockessin%2Farticle_564fcbea-032c-11eb-a0af-d3c526bf3c6f.html&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C65cc4b52794b48a1e86e08d87c3807e6%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637395927387844290%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FSYcx2Mpid38Kld4KHt23S8bz8cSM50A%2Fz7u2fosUQU%3D&reserved=0
https://history.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/179/2019/02/2018-2022DelawareSHPOPlanSP.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawarepublic.org%2Fpost%2Fjohnson-victrola-museums-offers-throwback-halloween-program-online&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C65cc4b52794b48a1e86e08d87c3807e6%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637395927387854241%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BpniA33sWwp%2BGgjdT1JPDRoy4jKB4P9vjT2mkJn0gHg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdelawarestatenews.net%2Fnews%2Fcommentary-submerged-archaeological-sites-need-to-be-protected%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C65cc4b52794b48a1e86e08d87c3807e6%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637395927387854241%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=W5zUq1LQCnOHYJ6jhB9KbhpeU6is8wT6%2Bf4Apyw6OVk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.capegazette.com%2Farticle%2Fvideo-explores-genetics-17th-century-homestead-inhabitants%2F209300&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C65cc4b52794b48a1e86e08d87c3807e6%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637395927387864198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=U%2Fou1vfSUhISAuexWWIXeig3NkR6stcJbw7k4%2BpdaGk%3D&reserved=0
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/09/24/mischief-managed-throwing-a-hotsy-totsy-halloween-bash-at-the-johnson-victrola-museum-on-oct-30-2020/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.halebyrnes.org%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C65cc4b52794b48a1e86e08d87c3807e6%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637395927387864198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=23f%2Bcobg8h%2Buq7RRfXyW0FpouzRJW7yeWbynOWiiphM%3D&reserved=0
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/10/28/hca-nov-2020-virtual-programs/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/10/19/old-state-house-election-of-1860/
https://history.delaware.gov/2020/10/28/hca-nov-2020-virtual-programs/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.halebyrnes.org%2Fcalendar.html&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C65cc4b52794b48a1e86e08d87c3807e6%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637395927387864198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2B2A0D2E96Qma00DjoWj%2F2eThDxGvjyrA7a6p7gvASYM%3D&reserved=0


Sunday, Nov. 15 
Wilmington's Mitchell Center for African American Heritage – Virtual program from Hale-Byrnes House 
 
Saturday, Nov. 21 
Running of the Mills – Abbott’s Mill Nature Center 
 
For a comprehensive, long-term calendar of division-sponsored events, go here. 

  

Exhibits and Displays 

The five museums of the State of Delaware are currently presenting the following exhibits and displays. In keeping 
with Gov. Carney’s Phase II guidance for reopening the state in wake of the coronavirus pandemic, the museums are 
open for self-guided tours via reservation only.  
  
Ongoing 
Delaware Railroads: Elegant Travel and Timely Transport – Zwaanendael Museum 

  
Drawing America to Victory: The Persuasive Power of the Arts in World War I – Online  
  
Five Stories – John Dickinson Plantation 

  
Letters From a Farmer in Pennsylvania – Online 

  
New Castle: Three Forts, One Community – New Castle Court House Museum 
  
The Old State House: A True Restoration 1976-2016 – The Old State House 
  
The Path to Freedom: A History of the Underground Railroad in Delaware – New Castle Court House Museum 
  
Sculpture by Charles Parks – New Castle Court House Museum 

  
A Seaborne Citizenry: The DeBraak and Its Atlantic World – Zwaanendael Museum 
  
Simple Machines – John Dickinson Plantation 
  
For additional opportunities to explore Delaware history online, go to the Delaware Digital History Museum. 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.halebyrnes.org%2Fcalendar.html&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C65cc4b52794b48a1e86e08d87c3807e6%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637395927387874157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PCZ4BonyrmYds0%2Bx0%2Fjp5Kvnhisw8mGls3CEEvG2pYA%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcalendar.google.com%2Fcalendar%2Fembed%3Fsrc%3DaDQ1bG8zNWQ1YjI4ZDBsaWlqNzZkbTU5YjhAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C65cc4b52794b48a1e86e08d87c3807e6%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637395927387884113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=m7PGGSAG4bTbodDw7xCOkMbkUv8YITC64hy86zE5PDY%3D&reserved=0
https://business.delaware.gov/coronavirus/delawares-recovery-phase-2-guidance/
https://history.delaware.gov/p1-reopening-info/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/06/19/delaware-railroads-elegant-travel-and-timely-transport-exhibit-to-open-at-the-zwaanendael-museum-on-july-7-2018/
https://history.delaware.gov/introduction/
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https://history.delaware.gov/jdp_main/dickinsonletters/pennsylvania-farmer-letters/
https://history.delaware.gov/2017/08/22/new-castle-three-forts-one-community-exhibit-to-open-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum-on-sept-9-2017/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/27/the-old-state-house-a-true-restoration-1976-2016-display-now-on-view/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/20/the-path-to-freedom-a-history-of-the-underground-railroad-in-delaware-display-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/27/display-of-sculpture-by-charles-parks-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2014/09/10/a-seaborne-citizenry-the-debraak-and-its-atlantic-world-exhibit-at-the-zwaanendael-museum-2/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2014/09/11/simple-machines-exhibit-at-the-john-dickinson-plantation/
https://history.delaware.gov/delaware-digital-history-museum/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2017/07/20/divisions-museums-awarded-national-accreditation/


Historical and Cultural Affairs is designed to stimulate public interest in the division's museums, programs and 
services, and to increase awareness of the value that history and historic preservation bring to the lives of Delaware's 
citizens and visitors. The newsletter is distributed during the last week of each month, via e-mail, to division staff 
members, Delaware's historical- and preservation-related communities and friends. Please submit relevant articles, 
news items and suggestions to Jim Yurasek, newsletter editor, at jim.yurasek@delaware.gov. 
 

Non-Discrimination Statement and Acknowledgement of Support  
 
If you would like to be added to, or removed from, the e-newsletter mailing list, please e-mail the editor.  
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